HEDGE   MUSTARD, Sisymbrium offidnale^ (L.) Scop.

273. Hedge Mtscard, Sisymbrium ofpcinale (L.) Scop. (X i);
erect tough annual up to about 14 ft. high, with green
stems sometimes tinged with crimson, clothed with very short
hairs, becoming
[father zig-zag
with age; lower
leaves deeply and
very irregularly
pinnately lobed,
the lobes rather
unequally toothed
or lobulate, thinly
and very shortly
bristly hairy on
both surfaces ;
flowers very small,
yellow, in short
racemes termina-
ting the branches,
which elongate
i greatly in fruit,
'forming a leafy
panicle; pedicels
very short; sepals
(A, X 6) 4, ob-
long, thinly hairy;
petals (B, X 6)
spoon-shaped,
with a long slen-
der claw; stamens
(C, X8>6,41ong
and 2 shorter;
anthers attached
in the middle; ovary (D, X 10) very narrow, pubescent, the stigma
nearly sessile, and bilobed; fruits (E, X 2) remaining parallel
with and close to the elongated axis of the inflorescence, about
4 in. long, sharply pointed, pubescent or at length glabrous;
valves with a prominent keel-like midrib; seeds (F, X 8) rounded
but with a flat top (family Cruciferae).
i A weed in waste places and by the roadside, widely distributed
into Russian Asia; flowers in summer; readily recognised by
its elongated spreading branches.
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